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An English translation of the work entitled   Échos du T r icentenaire des Fam illes Sam son en Am ér ique  wr itten by    M arcel 

Sam son and others following the 1967 celebration of the 300th anniversary  of the ar r ival of  Gabr iel and Jacques Sam son at N ew 

France in 1665.    T ranslated  by  Claire Pelchat and edited by  T im  N olan, M ay , 2009 .  Cover  ar t based on a photo by  K im  

R ichards of a window in the church at St-Gatien-des-Bois in Lower  N orm andy , F rance.    
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It was of primary importance to us that this translation be an accurate rendering of the words of the original authors.  In line 
with that purpose, we have attempted, to the best of our ability, to provide as literal a translation as possible.  In some cases 
where the direct translation sounded awkward, we used only as much leverage as the dictionary provided, without 
attempting to interpret any secondary meaning. 
 
The following notes are presented to clarify or add value to the original content.  They do not represent in any way the 
opinions or thoughts of the original authors.  This translation was made without consultation with or approval from anyone 
related to the original authorship of this document or, for that matter, with anyone who, as far as we know, may have been 
connected with the 1967 Tricentenaire event that inspired the creation of the French version. 

�
�
�
�
Note on page numbering:  Our copy of the French version contained an unnumbered cover page followed by pages 

numbered at bottom center, from page 1 through page 40.  However, the flow of the narrative was found to be out of order 
chronologically, and some pages contained lightly handwritten page numbers that seemed to make more sense.  In the end, we 
reordered several pages to arrive at a sequence that flowed better and that could very well have been the originally intended 
order.  The only change to the content occurred when we removed the year heading “1643” from the top of the page entitled 
“The Family of Gabriel Samson”.  The result of this change was purely cosmetic.  These changes were made only to the English 
translation that is the output of this project.  However, the French version would read better if it conformed to that of our English 
translation.  If you have a French version and decide to reorder the pages don’t forget to include the addendum page supplied at 
the end of this document which is a French version of an update/correction to the list of Gabriel’s children found in the original. 

 
 
 

Page 6 , Gabriel’s Marriage, 1st par, approx. line 10: “Their lovely headdresses . . .”   Although the original French, “Leurs jolies 
coiffes eurent sans doute l’heur de plaire à des yeux normands . . .”     might at first seem better served by translating  
"coiffes" based on its anglicized meaning whereby it refers to hair, we find that the dictionaries define the French word coiffe 
to mean either hat or headdress.  And this does make sense within the context of the paragraph which describes two young 
girls from 17th century Brittany with a physical attribute that would be attractive to not just any young man but specifically to 
one from Normandy which is adjacent to Brittany in France.  So the distinctive attribute would more likely be the headdress 
typically worn by Bretton girls of that period and which might have been familiar to Gabriel Samson and his fellow Norman 
friend, Louis Bégin. 

 
 
 
Page 11.  For Footnote #1. 
Since the 1967 publication date of the original booklet, Acadian genealogist Stephen A. White at the Centre 

d'Etudes Acadiennes, Universite de Moncton, N.B., has described in detail the family of Gabriel Samson in 
his "Dictionnaire Genealogique des Famillies Acadiennes", published in 1999.  The following corrections 
should be noted: Anne-Madeleine married (1) Jean Richard, (2) Joseph La Chaume, and did not die in 
1713;  Michel married Anne "Jeanne" Testard dit Paris;  Mathieu married Marguerite Pouget dit La Pierre, 
not Claire Langlois;  Madeleine married Louis Lecuyer dit le Benecat, not a Martel; Marguerite-Louise (not 
Marie-Louise) married Jean-Francois Le Large, not Jean Pate; Charles married Marie Prejean, but left no 
surviving descendants, and Jeanne married Charles Pinet. 
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And for anyone wanting more detail, here is a more expansive version of the above information, as taken directly from 
Stephen’s Dictionnaire: 

 
Gabriel Samson married Jeanne Martin, daughter of Barnabe Martin and Jeanne Pelletret in Port Royal on April 

7, 1704.  Their children were:  
   Madeleine (or Anne-Madeleine), born in Boston on 9 Jan 1705, baptized at Port Royal on 27 Jan 1706, 

married (1) Jean Richard, in Port Toulouse about 1722, (2) Joseph La Chaume, in Louisbourg on 19 June 
1742. 

   Michel, born and baptized in Port Royal on 12 July 1706, married Anne "Jeanne" Testard dit Paris, in Port 
Toulouse, about 1729.  He drowned in the sinking of the Neptune, and was buried at Miquelon Island on 22 
April 1764. 

   Jeanne (twin), born and baptized at midnight on 1 July 1708, buried in Port Royal on 19 July 1708. 
   Louise (twin), born and baptized at midnight on 1 July 1708, buried in Port Royal on 10 July 1708. 
   Mathieu, born 14 Aug 1709, baptized 15 Aug 1709, married Marguerite Pouget dit LaPierre about 1730. 
   Two twin daughters, buried on 20 Jan 1712. 
   Madeleine (or Marie-Madeleine), born 17 June 1713, baptized 18 June 1713 in Port Royal, married Louis 

Lecuyer dit le Benecat in Port Toulouse about 1730.  She died in Louisbourg on 17 Jan 1750, and was 
buried the following day on 18 Jan 1750. 

   Marguerite-Louise, born 10 July 1715, baptized in Port Royal on 6 Oct 1715, married Jean-Francois Le Large 
in Louisbourg on 8 July 1737. 

   Charles, born 1 Oct 1717, baptized at Port Royal on 3 Oct 1717, married Marie Prejean in Port Toulouse 
about 1752.  He died at sea during the crossing to France in 1758. 

   Jeanne, born 22 Oct 1719, baptized at Port Royal on 29 Oct 1719, married Charles Pinet in Port Toulouse 
about 1749.  She died at sea during the crossing to France in 1758. 

 
 
Page 12,    2nd par. Last word, “preciput”.   
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Page 20,    Middle of 2nd par, below section headed “Mrs. Jacques Samson in Quebec City” 
               Reference to ‘card money’. 
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 http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0006342 
        http://www.micheloud.com/FXM/MH/canada.htm 
 

 
In several places:  Currency in use in New France:  Livres, Sols, Deniers 
 
       Example, Pg 12, par 3 of The Widow section: N)�	������
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     The livre was established by Charlemagne as a unit of account equal to one pound of silver. It was subdivided into 20 "sous" (also 

"sols"), each of 12 "deniers". The word livre came from the Latin word libra, a Roman unit of weight. This division is also seen in 
the old English pound sterling, which was divided into 20 shillings, each divided into 12 pence. 

        http://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/enwiki/1814728 
 
 



 43 

 
 
 
In several places:  Units of land area measurement 
 
       Unit of Length 

                        There were various standard arpents. The most common ones were of 180 french feet, used in French North America, and 220 French feet, used in Paris. 
                        1 arpent = 180 French feet (of approximately 32 centimetres) = about 192 English feet = about 58.47 metres 
           Unit of Area 
                        Historically, in North America, 1 (square) arpent = 32,400 French square feet = about 3419 square metres 
                        In Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida, the official conversion is 1 arpent = 0.84628-acre (3,424.8 m2) = 3424.77365 square metres 
                        In Arkansas and Missouri, the official conversion is 1 arpent = 0.8507-acre (3,443 m2) = 3442.66076 square metres 
              Origin 

              The arpent was a pre-metric French unit. Its is based on the actus, one of the Ancient Roman units of measurement.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arpent 
 
 
 
In several places:  “dit” names 
      References to nicknames, called “dit” names in both French and English, which are structured as Given Name + “dit” + 

nickname.e.g., Jean Chauveau dit laFleur.  From the French verb dire (to say, to tell), “dit” translates to “known as” and 
        is pronounced “dee”.  The French word for nickname is “surnom”, not to be confused with the English “surname” which 

translates to French as “nom” or “nom de famille” (literally, family name).  A person’s first name is in French called “prénom” 
       http://www.genealogyforum.com/gfaol/resource/Canada/dit.htm 
Nicknames were used by colonists in New France and were selected for a variety of reasons which are covered clearly at the 

above link. Briefly, there are three categories of circumstances by which a “dit” name comes into use: by using the name of 
the Seigneury that one is associated with for reasons of prestige; by using a “dit”  name to distinguish one branch of a family 
from others who shared the same surname and lived in the same community; occasionally used to distinguish an individual 
with a name related to a significant event or accomplishment. 

 
 
In several places     The Seigneury (also sp. Seigniory) system in New France 
       http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seigneurial_system_of_New_France 
       A good explanation is to be found at the link above, and is also covered in brief in the link used to clarify the use of “dit” 

names 
 
A feudal system originating in France and brought to New France in slightly modified form to make it more attractive to potential 

colonists.  Basically, a person was granted custody by the King to a large tract of land over which he became the landlord or 
       « Seigneur », thus the title « Sr. » to distinguish one as a landlord.  They were responsible for developing the parcel by installing 

roads, a manor house and a mill.  They would then lease out sections of the land to persons who entered into a contract with the 
landlord to be drawn up legally by the landlord’s notary.  The tenant usually promised to work the land for his own use and profit 
and, in return, would agree to supply the landlord with a set portion of the farm’s production in terms of bales of hay and/or an 
amount of a particular crop or crops, and would promise to use the landlord’s mill for processing his grain harvest.  The lessee was 
allowed to sub-lease parts of his land.  The system was ended in the mid-nineteenth century when the subdivided lots of the 
overall seigneuries were sold outright..  The Wikipedia article is a well-written explanation of this important feature of the colonial 
period in New France and in Louisiana. 
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ADDENDUM 
 
Depuis la publication de cet album-souvenir, le généalogiste acadien Stephen A. White, du Centre 

d’Études Acadiennes à l’Université Moncton au Nouveau-Brunswick, a décrit en détail la famille 
de Gabriel Samson dans son « Dictionnaire Généalogique des Familles Acadiennes », publié en 
1999. Les corrections qui suivent sont à noter : Anne-Madeleine a épousé (1) Jean Richard, (2) 
Joseph La Chaume, et n’est pas morte en 1713; Michel a épousé Anne ‘Jeanne’ Testard dit Paris; 
Mathieu a épousé Marguerite Pouget dit La Pierre, et non pas Claire Langlois; Madeleine a épousé 
Louis Lecuyer dit le Benecat, et non pas un Martel; Marguerite-Louise (et non pas Marie-Louise) 
a épousé Jean-François Le Large, et non pas Jean Paté; Charles a épousé Marie Préjean, mais ils 
n’ont laissé aucun descendant survivant, et Jeanne a épousé Charles Pinet. 
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